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Whingeing Jocks?

— Separate legal/ education systems
« Geography
— 1/3'd of UK s landmass

— 1/10% of UKs population
— Almost 100 inhabited islands




Scottish politics

ottisn National Party minority aaministration

o Tax varying powers

— Reserved matters- e.g. defence

— Health services evolving apart (BMJ)
o Westminster parliament

* Prime minister and chancellor
— Over- represented in cabinet!




Bank of Scotland: History

e Only commercial institution created by the
Parliament of Scotland to remain in
existence when Holyrood parliament
established

 First bank in Europe to print its own
banknotes.




Scottish banks In predatory mode

e Bank of Scotland woos Halifax

— Motto: Uberior (“More trustworthy”)
e Rorent hictnry
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— Both over- reached themselves

— RBS now 70% state owned

— HBOS taken over by Lloyds TSB




Lloyds TSB takeover of HBOS

Urrent a
Scotland

— 50% of small business
services in Scotland

o “Cdl itoff...a . L
Tictake’ Most senior jobs

| moving south
— Economist, 8" Nov
2008  Branch closures
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Employment Rates in the 4 Countries of the UK, Q1 1998 to Q3 2008
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— E- communication

e Housing market
— Doesn’'t have so far to fall

e Financia sector
— Especially Edinburgh

e High street closures
— Small rural towns
— Stornoway, Kirkwall
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Can they save Scotland?




What can the churches do?

— community food co- operatives
— community social events: e.g. cinema nights, ceilidhs
 using the practical skills and experiences that
many church members have
— e.g. baking/ cooking classes
— babysitting circles
e organising “car pools’ to help people get to
— the doctors surgery/ hospital visiting
— the supermarket/ town centre
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What can the churches do?

o Seriesof consultation meetings proposed
 Would involve leaders from:

— business and industry

— Government

— Unions

— Churches

— other interested parties




Guiding principles

e “Wherever the church lacksa
presence, that environment becomes

Impoverisned of values and ethics’
Fr. Claudio Paganini
Four- Four- Two, Sept 2007




